
VIRTUAL SUMMER CAMP

WEEK SIX: SHARE

Create a Summer Art
Exhibit
For Grades 3–5
An exhibit is a chosen group of items that tell a story. Create your own exhibit using art, photos,
objects, or other items that tell the story of your summer.  Museum exhibits are created to inform
the public; your exhibit will be for yourself and anyone you choose to share it with.

What Will You Learn?
● How to tell a story through objects
● Creativity in displaying your items

Materials:
● Your selected items that tell the story of your summer. For example: sunglasses, a piece of

sidewalk chalk, a clean popsicle stick, etc.
● A way to display them, whether that’s on a shelf, pinned to a vision board, digitally, etc.

Instructions:
● Collect items that represent your summer. These can be anything: photos you took, crafts

you created, reminders of places you went to, and so on.
● Decide which items will be in your exhibit. What kind of story do you want to tell about your

summer? Which items tell that story the best?
● Find a way to put these items together. If your exhibit is on a shelf or in a box, for example,

how can you place them so all items are clearly visible? If your exhibit is pinned to a board or
hung on a wall, how can you tell a story from one side to the other? Ask an adult for help if
you need it.

● Share your exhibit with others. You can take photos, record a video, or invite the people in
your household to take a tour! If you want to share it on social media, you can ask your
parents to post a photo on Instagram with the hashtag #SummerLearning2021.



Reflection Questions:
● How did you feel reflecting on your summer? How did those feelings show up in your

exhibit?
● How did you decide to display your exhibit? What other ways could you have told the same

story? Is there a different story you could have told?

Explanation:
Exhibits tell a story through a group of selected items. Creating an exhibit about your summer lets
you reflect on what happened and how you want to remember it.

More to Explore at the Library:
Check out How to Build a Museum: Smithsonian's National Museum of African American History and
Culture by Tonya Bolden and Meet Me at the Art Museum: A Whimsical Look Behind the Scenes by
David Goldin from the library’s collection to learn more about how exhibits and museums are put
together. The Magical Reality of Nadia by Bassem Youssef and Catherine R. Daly, illustrated by
Douglas Holgate, is a book about a kid who creates exhibits, just like you!

Guide created by Elizabeth Graham.

https://browse.nypl.org/iii/encore/search/C__St%3A%20%28%09%20How%20to%20build%20a%20museum%20%3A%20Smithsonian%27s%20National%20Museum%20of%20African%20American%20History%20and%20Culture%29%20a%3A%20%28tonya%20bolden%29__Orightresult__U?lang=eng&suite=def
https://browse.nypl.org/iii/encore/search/C__St%3A%20%28%09%20How%20to%20build%20a%20museum%20%3A%20Smithsonian%27s%20National%20Museum%20of%20African%20American%20History%20and%20Culture%29%20a%3A%20%28tonya%20bolden%29__Orightresult__U?lang=eng&suite=def
https://browse.nypl.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb19721047__St%3A%20%28meet%20me%20at%20the%20museum%29%20a%3A%20%28david%20goldin%29__Orightresult__U__X2?lang=eng&suite=def
https://browse.nypl.org/iii/encore/search/C__St%3A%20%28magical%20reality%20of%20nadia%29%20a%3A%20%28basim%20yusuf%29__Orightresult__U?lang=eng&suite=def

