
Grades 3-5

Make Your Own Papyrus
Shapes
Did you know that some of the first paper was made with papyrus plants that grew by
the Nile River? Papyrus allowed Ancient Egyptians to create one of the first writing
systems, to remember things better, and to create new cultural traditions.

What will you learn?
● How to make your own papyrus paper
● What hieroglyphics are
● Ancient Egyptian culture & the importance of the Nile

Materials:
● Elmer’s Glue
● Paper bag
● Water
● Bowl
● Paper towels
● Markers, crayons, colored pencils

Instructions:
● In the bowl, combine 1 part water and 1 part glue and mix well.
● Lay out a paper towel. This will be the drying station for your paper.
● Tear the brown bag into strips.
● Dip a strip into the glue-water mixture and lay it on the paper towel vertically.



● Dip another strip into the glue-water mixture and lay it on the paper towel,
overlapping the first strip. Repeat until you have the size of paper you would like.

● Press the strips smooth.
● Once you have one layer, lay down more strips across your paper going horizontally.

Repeat until you’ve covered the whole paper size. Press the strips smooth.
● Let it dry, and then you have homemade papyrus!
● Decorate with hieroglyphics, drawings of the Nile River, or write a letter to someone!

Reflection Questions:
● How did Ancient Egyptians used to communicate with each other before written

language was invented? They couldn’t write letters, send mail, or pass secret
messages.

● Why were hieroglyphics pictures, and why do you think we don’t really use pictures
for written communication any more?

● If you created your own written language, what would it look like?

Explanation:
The Nile River is the longest river in the world at around 400 miles long! It flows from the high
elevation mountains in the south to the lower elevation Mediterranean Sea in the north. Without
the Nile River, all of Egypt would be desert. However, the river hydrates the ground and creates
fertile soil. This is perfect for growing food, and the river has been a source of water for drinking
and bathing. One of the many gifts of the Nile River is the papyrus plant.

The papyrus plant grows wildly in the Nile River Delta and was a fundamental material for much
of Ancient Egyptian civilization. Papyrus was used to make chairs, mattresses, rope, sandals,
baskets, and more.  But perhaps one of the most important uses was papyrus as paper.
Papyrus paper became a popular and easy way to write things down which was not a common
thing to do back then. By having a place to write, the Ancient Egyptians developed one of the
first writing systems in the world: hieroglyphics!



More to Explore at the Library:
Budding egyptologists can learn even more by checking out the following titles from the Library!

Information drawn from Mr. Donn on Ancient Egypt & Hieroglyphic typewriter.

Guide created by Joy Hariprasad.

https://browse.nypl.org/iii/encore/search/C__St%3A%28Where%20are%20the%20Great%20PyramidsPw%3D%3D%29%20a%3A%28hoobler%29__Orightresult__U?lang=eng&suite=def
https://browse.nypl.org/iii/encore/search/C__St%3A%28Treasury%20of%20Egyptian%20mythology%29%20a%3A%28napoli%29__Orightresult__U?lang=eng&suite=def
https://browse.nypl.org/iii/encore/search/C__St%3A%28mummies%20in%20the%20morning%29%20a%3A%28osborne%29__Orightresult__U?lang=eng&suite=def
https://egypt.mrdonn.org/geography.html
https://discoveringegypt.com/egyptian-hieroglyphic-writing/hieroglyphic-typewriter/

