
Grades K–2

Who Lives Where?
Explore the inhabitants of New York’s East River! Use the Library’s collection to
jumpstart your creative interpretation of the many creatures that call the East River
home.

What will you learn?
● One of the major rivers around New York City
● The animals that live in one of New York City’s rivers

Materials:
● Large roll of white paper or individual pieces of white paper
● Crayons, colored pencils or markers
● Print out of animals that live in New York City rivers

○ You can also draw these!
● Optional: Scrap paper

Instructions:
● Optional: Check out one of the titles below about river creatures or select a great

book of your own to read to get you started.
● Draw a map of the rivers around New York City.

○ You can use the large roll of paper or individual pieces.
○ You can also use the pre-drawn rivers at the end of this activity sheet, too!

● Create your list of animals to add to your river! You have a few options! You can:
○ Brainstorm a list of animals: what animals do you think live in New York City

rivers? Feel free to use your scrap paper to create your list!
○ Use the checklist as inspiration: what do you think these animals look like?

● Draw your animals on the river you drew or printed out!
● Check your list of animals against the checklist of river dwellers at the end of this



activity. How many animals did you guess correctly?
● Ready to Level Up:

○ Use your local library’s resources like Explora Elementary to look up the
animals on the checklist. How accurate were your drawings?

Reflection Questions:
● What do you think these animals eat?
● Which animals might eat other animals on our list?
● What animals aren’t listed on our checklist? Why might that be?

Explanation:
The East River isn’t actually a river at all! It’s a tidal estuary, which means it’s a body of water
that connects two other larger bodies of water. In this case, the East River connects the Long
Island Sound and New York Bay! It also separates the boroughs of Queens and the Bronx and
divides Manhattan from Brooklyn and Queens.

The East River is made up of brackish water, which means it is a mixture of freshwater and
saltwater. This creates a unique environment that makes it possible for creatures who typically
live in only freshwater or only saltwater to coexist.

The East River is highly polluted after many decades of pollution. Chemical dumping from
commercial and personal product production had led to dangerously high levels of pollutants in
many of the fish in the river to this day, which means you can’t eat almost anything you catch!

More to Explore at the Library:
The titles below are a fascinating way to explore water both salty and fresh. No matter what, we
can all pitch in to do more and save water!

Guide by Jay Garfinkel and Alexandria Abenshon.

https://browse.nypl.org/iii/encore/search/C__St%3A%28the%20wild%20world%20handbook%29%20a%3A%28debbink%29__Orightresult__U?lang=eng&suite=def
https://browse.nypl.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb18041766__St%3A%28river%20wild%29%20a%3A%28castaldo%29__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=def
https://browse.nypl.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb19947728__St%3A%28over%20in%20a%20river%29%20a%3A%28berkes%29__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=def


Animal Checklist

American Eel
Flounder
Bass

Largemouth
Striped
Black Sea

Sea Robin
Bluefish
Carp

Also known as goldfish
White Perch
Bluegill
Pumpkinseed
Scup

Also known as porgy
Catfish
Smelt
Atlantic Needlefish
Menhaden

Also known as mossbunker or bunker
Oyster
European green crab
Plankton
Shore shrimp
Seahorse



Examples of East River Animals

All illustrations courtesy of Clarisa Diaz, Gothamist.

https://gothamist.com/news/meet-the-fish-of-the-east-river

